
 
 

Third Grade Classroom Curriculum Night - September 13, 2017 
Stephanie Bush - Class 302   

 
ROUTINES 

 
Newsletter 
 Please read the newsletter! Reading the weekly newsletter with your child is the best way to stay up-to-date 
on classroom events, announcements, as well as the pacing of third grade curriculum. All newsletters will be sent 
via email AND saved to our “Class Page” on MSC’s website: www.ps333.org. The password is abc123. 
Additional important class documents are there as well. 
 
Snack & Special Day 
 There is a snack calendar and Special Day sign-up outside of the classroom. Please read the guidelines (as 
seen in the first newsletter and also on our class page). Reach out to me with any questions!  
 
Arrival  
 The classroom door opens at 8:32, closes at 8:37, and morning meeting begins shortly thereafter. Therefore, 
it is strongly encouraged that you enter the building when it opens at 8:20. If you arrive and the classroom door is 
already closed, your child may enter independently. However, if you arrive after 8:45, you will need to go to the 
main office to get a late pass. Your child will bring it into the classroom when you drop him/her off. 
 
Dismissal 
 Third graders dismiss every day from the gym in the basement. Dismissal is at 2:55pm. Any child who has 
not been picked up by 3:00pm will sit with a designated staff member (usually Lorraine or Maxima) in the front 
right section of the gym. They will then be brought to the auditorium. 
 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 

Morning Meeting 
 MSC is a Responsive Classroom school. Every morning we begin the school day with one element of RC - 
Morning Meeting. This includes a greeting, a share time, and a group activity, followed by news and 
announcements. These components help strengthen students’ social, emotional, and academic capabilities. During 
these first few weeks of school we have been working together to develop the rules, routines, and structures that 
will form the foundation of our classroom community of learners.  Please make sure your child enters on time so 
he or she feels included in the community! 
  For more information on Responsive Classroom, visit:  
http://www.responsiveclassroom.org/morning-meeting-components 
http://www.athlosbrooklynpark.org/pdf/Responsive%20Classroom%20Parent%20Information.pdf  
 
Math 
 MSC’s math curriculum is based on the Common Core Standards for third grade. There is a strong 
emphasis on problem solving and the development of multiple strategies for higher-level thinking.  Although 
exploration, discovery, and engagement continue to be essential elements of our math program, there is also an 
emphasis on the mastery of mathematical skills in order to develop successful, confident learners. Children will 
study Numeration, Operations and Computation, Data, Geometry, and Measurement. We will follow Eureka Math 
(also known as EngageNY), a Common Core aligned curriculum originally developed by the New York State 
Education Department. The NY State Math Exam will take place over two days during the first week of May 
(mornings TBD). 
 
Reading 
  We know third graders love books! This year, they will continue to develop fluency and stamina while 
reading a variety of genres, which will help them become strong, independent readers. During Reading Workshop, 
specific reading skills and strategies are modeled and applied. In September, children learn how to select books 



that are appropriate for their individual interests, tastes and reading skills. Teachers also assess children and 
become familiar with their interests and reading levels.  We are then able to develop guided reading instruction 
where small groups of learners work together on specific skills. Students will move through a series of different 
Units of Study created by Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University. Reading units 
vary, including Building a Reading Life, Reading to Learn, Character Studies, Research Clubs, Series Book Clubs, 
Testing as a Genre, and Biography Book Club.  
 When reading fiction, children work on vocabulary development, comprehension building and the study of 
story structure (story mountain/character development/theme). Third grade is also a time when children deepen 
their understanding of non-fiction. We work on the skills of identifying and understanding such non-fiction text 
features as main idea and supporting details.  Children also learn to identify cause and effect, and to summarize, 
analyze, and understand academic language. Reading skills will be assessed with the NY State English Language 
Arts Exam (the “ELA Test”), which will take place the second week of April, directly after Spring Break 
(mornings TBD).  
 
Writing 
 In the third grade, we continue to teach within the Writer’s Workshop model. Each lesson begins with a 
mini-lesson during which a specific writing skill or strategy is taught. Then, children work independently, often 
applying the strategies and skills covered in the mini-lesson. While students write, teachers work with children 
one-on-one or in small groups on specific skills. Children also learn to work with writing partners for peer 
conferencing or discussion.  
  Within this model children learn the craft of writing by learning authentic strategies that all writers use. 
Children learn that there are many ways to capture an audience, they find ways to make stories come alive, and 
each student finds his or her own voice. Writers in third grade are also given a writer’s notebook, a place where 
writers can generate ideas and practice strategies learned in class. From here, students choose entries to work on 
and take through the various stages of the writing process, incorporating strategies and skills learned, in order to 
produce a published piece. It is important that writers view writing as a process and that quality writing takes time 
and effort. Students will move through a series of different Units of Study created by Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Project at Columbia University. The writing units include Building a Writing Life & Crafting True 
Stores, Changing the World: Opinion Writing, The Art of Information, Literary Essay, Testing as a Genre, and 
Once Upon a Time. Students will also learn conventional spelling through the study of spelling patterns and the 
writing process.   
                     
Social Studies 
 Third graders follow a “Communities Around the World” study by examining various cultures. We will 
begin with geography. Students will learn to identify features on maps and globes (continents, countries, oceans, 
hemispheres, etc.) as well as learn how to orient themselves in time and space.  This work will allow third graders 
to better understand themselves in relation to the world around them and ready them for future social studies 
explorations. 
 
Science 

Science offers every student the opportunity to question and observe the world through a specific lens. The 
science curriculum gives students the opportunity to engage in the scientific process through experimentation and 
hands-on activities. This year, in addition to their Greenhouse science studies, third grade students complete two 
science units in the classroom: first, matter and measurement; and second, forces and motion in the context of 
simple machines.  

In addition to their work in the classroom, students are studying environmental science with Shakira, the 
Greenhouse teacher. In environmental science, students learn about energy and about the adaptations of plants and 
animals to the environment. 
 
Specials 
 Students will study Art with Bernard, Dance and Movement with Ana, Gym with Dinko (on Wednesdays - 
please wear sneakers!), Music with Maria, and Science in the Greenhouse with Shakira. We also have Recess five 
days a week before lunch. In addition, field trips will occur on the first Friday of each month! 


