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First Grade Newsletter #14 
December 3, 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Hi! Thanks for a lovely walking trip to the pond on Friday. We noticed some important changes 
to the habitat, especially that there were less plants and animals.  We wondered where all 
that algae went.  We also discovered that many of the plants and animals we saw in October 
are still there, even as winter approaches.  Some of us saw ducks, fish, birds and grass. 
 
We look forward to hosting some grandparents and special friends on Friday, from 10:00-
11:00!  It would be really helpful for families to check in with your children, and let them 
know whether someone that your child knows will visit.  If not, please rest assured that we 
will share our guests, so everyone will have a special grown up to spend the morning with!  

 
In math, we continued our exploration of doubles and counting by 2s.  We played a game 
called Doubles Bump.  Ask your child to teach you how to play at arrival time!  We also 
explored the question:  Does every number have a double living inside?  What do you think?  
For example, 4 has 2+2 living inside.  The number 5 does not have a double, unless we find 2+2 
and add one more! Our focus on doubles is one way for students to develop fluency with 
addition facts up to 20.  
 
A big focus in our current Reading Workshop has been to stop when a word feels tricky and 
to look closely at the word.  We have explored word patterns and letter sounds, and paid 
close attention Word Wall words and other words we can read in a snap.  Last week we 
remembered that unfamiliar words might have an ending that can help us figure out the word 
(“ended” has the “ed” end and the word “end” in the beginning).  We practiced reading words 
part-by-part.   “Fantastic” is a long and tricky word, but we can read each part then put it 
back together: fan/tas/tic.  We also remembered to reread our books after all that hard 
work so that we can focus on what is happening in a story, and read in a smooth voice 
(fluency). 

 
In Writing Workshop, we launched a new unit:  nonfiction (or All-About) books.  Students 
choose a topic they know all about, and then teach others everything they know.  Our first 
lessons focused on choosing a topic and making sure it’s something we know enough about to 
teach, and planning (by saying ideas across fingers, sketching across pages, the adding words). 

 



 
 
 
Thanks for everything and have a won/der/ful week! 
 
Laurel 
 
 
Upcoming Dates 
Friday, December 8 - Relatives and Special Friends Day: Details to Follow 
Monday, December 25- Monday, January 1, 2018:  Winter Recess- No School 
Tuesday, January 2: School resumes 
Important Reminders 
Recess:  Every morning from 9:15-9:55, in the yard or basement gym  
Greenhouse with Shakira:  Friday morning from 8:32-9:12. I will be out of the room for my 
prep.  Please drop your child off in the Greenhouse on Friday mornings at 8:32. Please leave 
lunches and water bottles in cubbies before heading down.  Remember to bring jackets to the 
greenhouse because we go directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 
Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message board 
in the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a quick chat, just 
stick around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We have staff meetings on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right away after the children are 
dismissed.  Please check your child’s mail pouch daily for important information and special 
work going home.  It’s really helpful for you to remind your child that the pouches are just 
for grown-ups.  That way, we can be sure messages get home to you.  
Our Day:  School begins at 8:32. Arriving on time helps us all transition into our day together 
in a positive way.  Students arriving after 8:45 will be marked late or absent, and will require 
a late pass from the main office.  School ends at 2:55.  Pick-up is in the classroom.  If you’re 
running late, pick your child up in the auditorium. 
 

 
 
 


