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November 20, 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Hi! Thank you for taking time out to meet for conferences.  It meant a lot to have a few 
minutes alone with each family to chat about your children.  I am also available to speak with 
families by appointment during our Parent Engagement Time on Tuesdays from 3:00-3:30.  
Check in with me at arrival time, or leave a message on my board if you’d like to set up a 
time. 

 
In math, we read Equal Shmequal by Virginia Kroll, a book about some animals trying to 
balance things out. Then we asked a big question:  Does 4+1=3+2?  The students answered the 
question and provided evidence to back up their ideas.  This supported us as we opened up our 
thinking about the equal sign.  We already know that two parts can equal a whole (or total).  
We also discovered that 2 parts can equal 2 parts.  
 
We have very exciting Reading Workshop news to report!  After completing all of the missions 
passed along from the Secret Service Detective Agency, the first graders have become official 
Word Detective Agents.  They now have SSDA badges and must continue to work hard to 
complete upcoming missions when they stop to solve tricky words.  We will be sending home 
canvas book bags before the end of the week.   Each child will take home some books that 
she or he can read independently, and one book to read together!.   
 
In Writing Workshop, First Graders are publishing teaching books (or How-To books).  We 
wrote a checklist together to make sure we remember all the important parts before 
publishing and putting into our libraries:  introducing the topic, telling one step on each page, 
and including a “Boom Ending” to make sure the reader finishes the book and wants to try out 
something new! 
 
We will revisit the pond for our First Friday Trip on December 1.  We will leave around 12:15 
from the classroom and return to school at 2:45.  Please sign up outside the classroom to join 
us! 
 
Relatives and Special Friends Day is coming up on December 8!  Please save the date.  We will 
send out more details soon! 

 



Thanks for everything and enjoy the week! 
 
Laurel 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Reminders 
Recess:  First Graders go outside to recess every morning from 9:15-9:55, unless weather is 
inclement.  In that case, we will be in the basement gym. 
Newsletters:  I will send newsletters our about every week, usually by the end of the day on 
Monday. You can always find our newsletter on our class webpage.  Go to the school’s 
website:  http://www.ps333.org and click on the class pages.  The password is: abc123. I am 
also happy to leave a hard copy in your mail pouch.  Just let me know. 
Greenhouse with Shakira:  We visit Shakira in the Greenhouse every Friday morning from 
8:32-9:12. I will be out of the room, as this is my prep.  Please drop your child off in the 
Greenhouse on Friday mornings at 8:32. Please leave lunches and water bottles in cubbies 
before heading down.  When the weather is chilly, the children should bring jackets to the 
greenhouse because the class will be going directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 
Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message board 
in the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a quick chat, just 
stick around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We have staff meetings on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right away after the children are 
dismissed.  Please check your child’s mail pouch daily for important information and special 
work going home.  It’s really helpful for you to remind your child that the pouches are just 
for grown-ups.  That way, we can be sure messages get home to you.  
Our Day:  School begins at 8:32.  Drop-off is in the classroom.  Arriving on time helps us all 
transition into our day together in a positive way.  Students arriving after 8:45 will be 
marked late or absent, and will require a late pass from the main office.  School ends at 2:55.  
Pick-up is in the classroom.  If you’re running late, pick your child up in the auditorium. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
-Thursday, November 23-Friday, November 24: No School 
-Friday, December 1 – First Friday Field Trip: Visit to Central Park Pond:  12:15-2:45 
-Friday, December 8 - Relatives and Special Friends Day: Details to Follow 

 


