
	

The Scoop in Karen’s Class  
October 3, 2017              karendmsc@gmail.com 

 

Special Days 
If you would like to celebrate your child’s special 
day in school please email me to set up a date. 
Here are a few things to know about celebrating 
special days. 

• Special days are a 20-25 minute 
celebration, in which you may show 
pictures, read a special book, play a game 
with the class or do a short activity.  

• A special day is meant to highlight what 
makes your chi ld spec ia l  and teach 
us more about them/your fami ly .  

•  Special days are celebrated Monday,  
Thursday or Friday at 2 :20-2 :40 .  

• If you would like to bring in a treat for the 
class it must be a sma l l  heal thy snack 
(no cookies o cupcakes th is  year ) .  

• Please do not bring in goody bags 
or prizes for games.   

• As with snacks, please do not bring in 
anything with nuts or seeds .  

Feel free to email me with any questions. 

Writing WOrkshop 
We began our writing workshop unit on Small Moments, by reviewing some lessons from first grade that focused on 
bringing stories to life. Second grade authors learned how to unfreeze people, tell their stories in small steps and bring the 
out the inside by adding thoughts and feelings. This week we are moving into the second grade lessons. In the first bend, 
students will be studying mentor authors for inspiration and ideas. This week, we will be looking at the writing craft of Mo 
Willems and what he does to bring his stories to life. Students will also learn how to stretch out their small moment and 
magnify their small moment by adding more details and action.  

Reading Workshop 
 

In reading workshop, we are 
working on our first unit, 
Second Grade Reading 
Growth Spurts. The unit is 
divided into three bends. The 
first bend, “Taking Charge of 
Reading”, focuses on strategies 
students need to become 
stronger reader. In the second 
bend, students will work on 
developing new strategies for 
solving tricky words and the 
final bend students will learn to 
use what they know as writers 
to help them grow as readers. 
This week I also began 
assessing students for their 
reading level. Once students 
have been assessed they 
should be taking their level 
books home in their book 
baggie to read. Students may 
shop for books in the morning, 
before we start morning 
meeting and during quiet time. 
Please help your child to 
remember to bring their book 
baggie home each night and 
return it to school in the 
morning.  

	

Important Dates 
• October 6:  First Field Trip Friday- Wild 

West Playground in Central Park (93rd 
Street) 

• October 9:Columbus Day- NO 
SCHOOL 

• October 27:  Small Moments Publishing 
Party 

Class Rules 
Part of our social curriculum is 
the student’s involvement in 
creating the class rules. 
Students began the process 
by thinking about what rules 
we need to achieve our hopes 
and dreams. After listing many 
rules, we looked at them and 
thought which rules go 
together? The final step was 
creating general rules that 
would include the list of rules 
the students originally thought 
of. Here are our class rules. 
Please review and discuss them 
with your children. 

Class Rules 2017-2018 
1. Treat others the way 

you want to be 
treated. 

2. Take care of yourself 
3. Take care of others 
4. Listen and be 

respectful. 
5. Be aware of your 

surroundings. 
6. Always do your 

personal best. 
The next step will be to discuss 
logical consequences (what 
happens when you break a 
rule?) 


