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March 6, 2026
Dear Manhattan School for Children Community,

| am writing to share that New York City Public Schools (NYCPS) is proposing to gradually change the
grades served by P.S. 333 Manhattan School for Children (MSC) from K-8 to K-5, referred to as a grade
truncation, beginning in the 2026-2027 school year. This means that, if this proposal is approved by the
Panel for Educational Policy (PEP), MSC will no longer enroll sixth-grade students after the current
school year and will serve only grades K-5 and 7-8 in the 2026-2027 school year. The following year, the
school will no longer serve seventh-grade students and will serve only grades K-5 and 8 in the 2027-2028
school year. Beginning in the 2028-2029 school year, MSC will serve only grades K-5. A change in the
grades served by MSC will allow the school to focus on sustaining and growing a strong elementary
school program, while middle school students enroll in larger middle schools that can provide the full
range of opportunities our students deserve.

We remain guided by our commitment to ensuring that students attend well-resourced, well-enrolled
schools that can sustain strong academic programming and vibrant learning communities. We also
recognize and appreciate the dedication of MSC educators and families who have worked hard to
support students and build the school’s unique culture.

We value your feedback and recognize the concerns that have been raised about this proposal. As we
continue engagement, we are sharing the attached Frequently Asked Questions to respond to themes
and questions we have been hearing from the community.

NYCPS has published the Educational Impact Statement explaining this proposal in greater detail, which
is available at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/leadership/panel-for-education-policy/2025-2026-
pages/april-29-2026-school-utilization-proposals and in the main offices of MSC, Community Action
School (CAS), and Lafayette Academy. A Joint Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, April 16 at 6pm, at
which community members can share feedback. Community members may also share feedback about
this proposal by calling 212-374-3466 or emailing DO3proposals@schools.nyc.gov.

Please note that the PEP has not yet made a decision on this proposal, and there will be continued
opportunities for dialogue and feedback ahead of the PEP vote. We anticipate the PEP will vote on this
proposal on Wednesday, April 29, 2026 at 6pm at M.S. 131, located at 100 Hester Street, New York, NY
10002, after the PEP considers this proposal and the feedback they hear from the community.

We look forward to continuing the meaningful dialogue about this proposal and how it
would impact your students, your school, and the District 3 community. Additional opportunities to
discuss this proposal, ask questions, and provide feedback will be scheduled in the coming weeks.

The official Notice of Joint Public Hearing is attached.

Sincerely,

Gt Vo

Dr. Reginald Higgins, I.A. Community School District 3 Superintendent


https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/leadership/panel-for-education-policy/2025-2026-pages/april-29-2026-school-utilization-proposals
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Frequently Asked Questions

Proposed Gradual Grade Truncation of Manhattan School for Children

Q: Why is NYCPS proposing to change the grades of MSC from K-8 to K-5?

A: This proposal is grounded in our responsibility to strengthen elementary programming at MSC while
expanding access to high-quality middle school options across District 3. We believe that every student
in District 3 and across the city deserves a high-quality and academically rigorous education — one
where they are supported to learn and grow. Since the 2024-2025 school year, the District 3
Superintendent’s team has been convening working group meetings across the district to discuss how
we can ensure all of our students have access to these kinds of schools and experiences. The working
groups explored ways to support enrollment and school performance and address space challenges at
several schools. The working group members include principals, Parent Teacher Association

presidents, school and district United Federation of Teachers representatives, and Community
Education Council 3 representatives. This proposal was developed through these working group
conversations as a solution to address the school’s enroliment challenges in its middle school grades by
focusing on a smaller grade span and working to build a quality elementary school option. A gradual
truncation, in which the school stops enrolling students in the entry grade and closes its middle school
gradually, also allows current students to remain enrolled at their school as they complete their middle
school education.

When a school has persistently low enrollment, as has been the case across the middle school grades at
MSC, it makes it very difficult for the school to provide the resources our students need and deserve.
We want to ensure that every student is in a school that is able to meet their needs.

MSC’s enrollment in grades 6-8 has declined by 17% over the last five school years, and the school has
served fewer than 150 students in grades 6-8 during that time. This has created budgetary challenges
that have limited the opportunities the school has been able to provide its middle school students. For
example, low enrollment in MSC’s middle school grades has meant that students receive two fewer
English Language Arts and math classes per week compared to citywide averages.

Additionally, while the K-8 school model can provide an opportunity for students to benefit from a
stable community for a longer period of time, that hasn’t been the reality at MSC where most families
don’t choose to attend the school for both elementary and middle school. Typically, very few of the
school’s fifth-grade students choose to remain at MSC for middle school, and many of the school’s sixth-
grade students are enrolling there for the first time, losing the benefits that can come with continuity.

We recognize the flexibility and commitment of MSC staff and families who have worked to sustain
programming and support students during this period of enrollment decline. A gradual truncation will
enable MSC to focus exclusively on serving students in grades K-5 and to continue providing

quality elementary school programming.

Q: What will happen to students who do not meet promotional criteria in a grade that will no longer
be served by MISC as it gradually truncates middle school grades?

A: If this proposal is approved, all current MSC middle school students will continue to be supported as
they continue their education at MSC through eighth grade. If a student does not meet promotional
requirements in a grade that will no longer be served by MSC the following year, the District 3 Family
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Support Coordinator, in collaboration with MSC school staff, will help identify another middle school
option for the duration of their middle school experience. For example, if a current sixth-grade student
does not meet the criteria to continue to seventh grade next year, that student will be supported in
identifying the right school at which they can remain in sixth grade next school year and receive the
necessary supports and opportunities to advance at their new school. Additionally, any student in this
circumstance who wishes to remain enrolled in the Joan of Arc campus will have the ability to transfer
to Lafayette Academy or CAS if they desire.

Q: How will fifth-grade families who receive an offer to MSC for sixth grade be supported with new
placements?

A: If this proposal is approved by the PEP on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, students who received a middle
school offer to MSC will be contacted by the Office of Student Enrollment (OSE) via email on April 30,
2026. These families will receive personalized support from OSE and the District 3 Superintendent’s
team to assist with securing seats in other middle schools. Any student who wishes to attend middle
school on the Joan of Arc campus will have the ability to enroll in Lafayette Academy or CAS if they
desire.

Q: How will families with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) be supported?

A: All current middle school students with IEPs enrolled at MSC will receive all IEP recommended
programs and services as they complete their middle school education.

If this proposal is approved, NYCPS will partner closely with the school community to ensure the specific
needs of students with IEPs and their families are met so that they are supported through

this change. Specifically, any fifth-grade student continuing to middle school who requires a barrier-free
school will have the opportunity to remain in the building at Lafayette Academy or CAS.

Q: Are there other changes being considered on the M118 campus?

At this time, no other changes are being considered for the 2026-2027 school year. NYCPS remains
committed to ensuring that all three schools on the Joan of Arc campus are supported in providing
students with robust educational experiences and meeting their individual needs.

Q: What happens next?

A: NYCPS will continue to engage with the MSC community over the coming weeks about the proposal
to gradually truncate MSC’s grades 6-8.

o NYCPS posted an Educational Impact Statement on Friday, March 6, 2026, available at
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/leadership/panel-for-education-policy/2025-2026-
pages/april-29-2026-school-utilization-proposals and in the main offices of MSC, CAS, and
Lafayette Academy.

o There will continue to be engagement opportunities for staff, students, and families,
including a virtual Joint Public Hearing on Thursday, April 16 at 6pm where the
community can share feedback.

o The PEP is expected to vote on this proposal at its Wednesday, April 29, 2026 meeting,
which will be held at M.S. 131 (100 Hester Street, New York, NY 10002).

o If this proposal is approved:

o Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, MSC will continue to serve students in grades

K-5, will no longer serve sixth grade, and will continue to serve grades 7-8. After the
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conclusion of the 2027-2028 school year, MSC will cease to serve students in grades 6-8
and will only serve students in grades K-5.
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Notice of Language Access for Families

Translations of this document will be available on the Panel for Educational Policy webpage:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved /families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

If you do not see a translation available in your preferred language, you can request additional translations via email:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Lajmérim pér Familjet pér Akses Shérbimesh Gjuhésore [Albanian]

Pérkthime té kétij dokumenti do té jené té disponueshme né fagen e internetit té Panelit pér Politika té Edukimit (Panel
for Educational Policy):
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Nése nuk gjeni pérkthim né gjuhén tuaj té parapélgyer, mund té kérkoni njé pérkthim me e-mail:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Cdlilall 4y all) 3acluall Claddy ) [Arabic]
padeil) Aliad) Rgy Aalall A5 IV dndall o dalie 48550 038 Clen 55 () S
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
(s Ayl e Adlia) Clea i alla @li€asd Aliadal) @linly 5 8 gie dan 5 225 ol 1)
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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ANE:

ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

EE RS RKEAE [Chinese-Simplified]
ASCAF BRI PERR A AR A BUR & 11/ W D343t

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
WREELAR B CEIETE S MBI, 0T LS s E SR A B IR AR AR «

ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

e FRAREREENE [Chinese-Traditional]
A SCA R R R A 1 20 BUR B /N AH A E R

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

N AERAN R H COE R S ORI RRCR, T DU R EOR AR A R R A -

ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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Informations concernant Uaccés linguistique pour les familles [French]

Des versions traduites de ce document seront disponibles sur la page Web de la Commission sur la politique éducative :
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si vous ne trouvez pas de traduction disponible dans la langue de votre choix, il vous est possible de faire une demande de
traductions supplémentaires par e-mail : ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Avi pou sévis aksé nan lang pou fanmi [Haitian Creole]

Tradiksyon dokiman sa a ap disponib sou pajweéb Komite pou regleman edikasyon an:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si ou pa we yon tradiksyon disponib nan lang ou prefere a, ou ka mande tradiksyon nan 1ot lang atrave imél:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

78 & o] x| SX| [Korean]
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings
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YBenomneHue o A3bIKOBOM Nogaep>kke oasa cemMen [Russian]

MepeBoabl 3TOro AOKYMeHTa onyb/MKOBaHbl Ha caliTe JKCNepTHOM Komuccum no Bonpocam obpasosaHua (Panel for
Educational Policy, PEP):
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Ecnv Bbl He BUANTE AOKYMEHT Ha NpeanoyYTUTeNbHOM ANA BaC A3bIKE, Bbl MOXETe 3aNpoCuTb NepeBoabl Mo umenny
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Notificacion de servicios de acceso lingiliistico para las familias [Spanish]

En la pagina web del Panel para la Politica Educativa podra acceder a traducciones de este documento:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Si no encuentra la traduccién en su idioma de preferencia, puede solicitar traducciones adicionales escribiendo a:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

MoBigoMNeHHA NPo NOCYrn MOBHOIO CynpoBoAy AA CiMei [Ukrainian]

Mepeknagyn Lboro 4OKyMeHTa 6yayTb AOCTYMNHI Ha Be6-cTopiHLUi KomiTeTy 3 nMTaHb OCBITHLOT NONITUKM:

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

AKWO BM He BaumTe NepeKknas Ha 6axaHy MOBY, BU MOXeTe HaAicnaT 3anNuT Ha A0AaTKOBI NepeKknaam eneKkTPoHHO
NoLITOtO:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov

Oilalar uchun til imkoniyatlari to‘g‘risidagi xabarnoma [Uzbek]

Ushbu hujjatning tarjimalari Ta’lim siyosati paneli veb-sahifasida mavjud bo‘ladi:
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy/panel-meetings

Agar siz o0'zingiz yoqtirgan tilda tarjimani ko'rmasangiz, qo'shimcha tarjimalarni elektron pochta orgali so'rashingiz

mumkin:
ODPTranslations@schools.nyc.gov
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