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October 10, 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Hi! We had a lovely trip out to Central Park on Friday.  The First Graders spent time 
observing, drawing and writing as scientists.  We had a very safe and fun first field trip.  
Thank you all for your support and help in making this happen.  We couldn’t do it without 
our families! 
 
Earlier in the week, we introduced our science notebooks.  After reading Ada Twist 
Scientist, we shared ideas of what it means to be a scientist.  Some important ideas were 
that:  Scientists ask lots of questions; Scientists observe and record their ideas; Scientists 
do experiments.  

 
In Social Studies, we read What Do You Do with a Problem? and thought about some 
problems that might come up in school.  This week we will explore some things we can do 
when we have problems at school, and explore and ways that we can solve them on our 
own.   

 
Last week in math, we looked for all the different number pairs living inside 7.  We 
practiced finding different ways that 7 students could be arranged in the big and little 
yards.  Then we made a chart discovered some number patterns. 

 
In Writing Workshop, we made a list many ways that we write words:  sounding out, 
listening for smaller words we know inside bigger words, remembering some words “in a 
snap,” and finding others written in our environment.  This helps us put our wonderful 
stories on paper and keep them forever!  We also put a few words on our word wall.  The 
children remembered some words they had learned in kindergarten, and we are getting 
ready to learn to read and write even more! 

 
In Reading Workshop, we practiced some important strategies for reading print: pointing 
under words to show our eyes where to look and read, saying the first sound and then a 
few more, and checking the first sound of a word with the picture. 
 
 
 



 
 
Our amazing art teacher, Bernard worked with the children to create self-portraits.  They 
are spectacular, and they make our room look so beautiful!  If you haven’t had a chance 
to do so yet, check out your children’s masterpieces hanging in the classroom! 
 
Hope your week is wonderful.  Thanks for everything! 

 
Laurel 
 

Important Reminders 
• Recess:  First Graders go outside to recess every morning from 9:15-9:55, unless weather is 

inclement.  In that case, we will be in the basement gym. 
• Newsletters:  We will be sending out a newsletter most weeks, usually by the end of the day on 

Monday.  Eventually, they newsletters will go out electronically.  You can always find our class 
newsletter on our class webpage.  Go to the school’s website:  http://www.ps333.org and click 
on the class pages.  The password is: abc123. I am also happy to leave a hard copy in your mail 
pouch.  Just let me know. 

• Greenhouse with Shakira:  We visit Shakira in the Greenhouse every Friday morning from 8:32-
9:12. I will be out of the room, as this is my prep.  Please drop your child off in the Greenhouse 
on Friday mornings at 8:32. It’s helpful to leave lunches and water bottles in his or her cubby 
before heading up.  When the weather is chilly, the children should bring jackets to the 
greenhouse because the class will be going directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 

• Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message board in 
the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a quick chat, just stick 
around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We have staff meetings on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right away after the children are dismissed.  Please 
check your child’s mail pouch daily for important information and special work going home.  It’s 
really helpful for you to remind your child that the pouches are just for grown-ups.  That way, 
we can be sure messages get home to you. The kids have work trays inside the classroom. 

• Snack: We eat snack together each morning in the classroom, usually after recess, but this time 
may vary.  Please sign up for a time to bring in snack on the calendar on the outside board. 

• Our Day:  School begins at 8:32.  Drop-off for students is in the classroom.  Arriving on time 
helps us all transition into our day together, and feel ready for the day ahead.  Students arriving 
after 8:45 will be marked late or absent, and will require a late pass from the main office.  
School ends at 2:55.  Pick-up is in the classroom.  If you are running late, please pick your child 
up in the auditorium. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


