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STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS 
 
 
Unit Title: My Family and Other Families, Now and Long Ago                                                                     
 
Established Goals:  

1. Students will explore how their families have grown and changed over time.  
2. Students will identify what aspects of their family history have stayed the same 

and what has changed. 
3. Students will represent their understandings through written stories, art, 

community conversations, timelines and other projects. 
 
Understandings: Students will understand 
that… 

• Languages, beliefs, customs and 
traditions help shape the identity of a 
family (CCS 1, 4) 

• Families are similar and different (1.1a, 
1.1c) 

• Families have traditions (1.1c) 
• Families have a past and change over 

time. There are different documents 
and artifacts related to family histories. 
Family growth and change can be 
documented, plotted on a timeline, and 
described. (CCS 1,2) 

• Historical sources inform people about 
life in the past. (CCS 1,2) 

• All families have a history (1.8a, 1.8b) 
• Different forms of evidence help to 

make meaning in social studies 
(photos, artifacts, etc.) NYS1.A.2 

•  
 

Essential Questions: 
• How do families grow and change over 

time? 
• Why are families important and how do 

they influence who we are?  
• What can families pass on from 

generation to generation? 
• How can we record the growth and 

change of a family? 
 
 

Students will know: 
• vocabulary: artifact, generation, 

tradition, immediate vs. extended 
family, heritage/ancestor 

• important traditions and artifacts from 
their own family history 

• ways in which their family has changed 
over time (geographic location, size, 
births, deaths, culture, etc.) 

 

Students will be able to: 
• identify a tradition or artifact that has 

been passed down through their family 
• identify family members from a different 

generation 
• sequence important events from family 

history on a timeline 
• distinguish between a special object 

and an artifact of historical family 
significance  

• retell a real life family event in 
sequential order (NYS 1.B.1) 

• identify change over time and events in 
his/her family (NYS 1.B.4 and 1.B.5) 
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STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 
Performance Tasks: 
Small Moment Tradition Story 
Personal Family Timeline 
Artifact Museum 
Family Fair 
 

Other Evidence: 
Community Discussions 
Family Homework Packet 
 

Key Criteria: 
1. The student demonstrates an understanding of a family tradition as an event that occurs 

over and over again, sometimes even from generation to generation. 
2. The student sequences important family events (written events and photographs) in the 

order in which they occurred. The student can speak to how the events show change 
over time. 

3. The student highlights a family artifact and explains how it shows their family history. 
4. The student identifies an aspect of their family history or culture that has stayed 

consistent despite growth and change over time (games, song, food, artifact, cultural 
tradition, etc.) 

 
 

STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN 
Summary of Learning Activities: 
 
LA 1: Families are the same and different in many ways 

- students will review and chart what they remember about families from kindergarten 
- students will review nuclear/immediate families and draw a picture to represent them 
- read aloud: All Families are Different, listen to Stacie’s “Part of a Family” song 

LA 2: Families have existed for a long time. Every family has a history. 
- read aloud Big Mama and Grandma Ghana 
- define: extended family, generation, tradition, artifact 
- generate chart: “Generation to generation, families pass down….” 

LA 3: Family history can be passed down in many ways. 
- Read aloud: The Quilt 
- Add to “Generation to Generation” chart 

LA 4: Family history helps us learn about ourselves now, but also about our families long ago. 
- Students will complete a “family packet” 
- Components include: identify a family tradition, identify a family artifact (and bring it(or a 

photograph of it) in, interview a family member from a different generation, collect family 
photos that demonstrate how your family has grown and changed over time—with 
representation of family members from other generations 

LA 5: Families record their histories because they have stories to tell and pass on. 
- Students will write small moment stories about an important family tradition.  
- Students will use components of a small moment story including action, dialogue, 

thoughts, and feelings and have a clear beginning, middle and end. 
- Students will compile a library of family traditions for the class to read and enjoy. 

LA 6: Families record their history with photographs. Photographs can show how families 
grown and change over time. 

- Students share their family photos 
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- Students sequence photos from long ago to now and attached to a personal timeline 
LA 7: Families record their history by writing important things down.  

- Students add captions to photographs or document big events or changes on their 
family timeline 

- * Pre-determined family events will be prepared for students who would benefit from a 
modified version of this activity (ie. “I was born” or “My family moved” or “My parents 
were married”) 

LA 8: Families are the same and different. 
- Students participate in a gallery walk of timelines 
- Students have a community discussion about similarities and differences of timelines 

LA 9: Families of long ago share similarities and differences with families of today. 
- Students explore their interviews from family packets 
- The class will chart similarities and differences they had with their interview subjects 
- Students will discuss common trends they see (for example, things we have in common 

with family members from other generations often include traditions, languages, and 
culture (things that are passed down)) 

LA 10: Family artifacts show a family’s history. 
- Students will bring in an artifact or photograph of an artifact. 
- Students will identify the artifact. They will tell how it has been passed down through 

generations. Students will also identify how it shows family history and why it is special 
to them. 

- Artifacts will be displayed in a “museum” with captions created by students. We will 
explore how these historical sources inform us about life in the past and about family 
history. 

LA 11: Family histories are important and are a big part of who we are today. 
- Students will chose from a menu of options to share an aspect of their family history that 

is important to them. 
- Options include: a song, game or story, a special family recipe, a cultural tradition, a 

family tree, a special family artifact, etc.) 
- Students will develop a “booth” for our family fair that explains what they chose, why it is 

important, and what it shows about their family history (*modifications, graphic 
organizers, and templates will be provided for students who benefit from a structured 
support) 

- Families, community members and students will be invited to the fair to celebrate or 
family histories. Tradition books and timelines will also be on display. 

 
Ongoing learning activities: 
Throughout the family unit, families can be invited in the classroom to join a portion of morning 
meeting and share about something that has been passed down from generation to generation 
in their family. This could be a recipe, a song, a game, a story, a dance, a language, or another 
aspect of family history or culture. This deepens the involvement of families throughout the 
unit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


