
The NYSUNWORKS Youth Conference at Manhattan School for Children  
offers a platform for 5th- to 8th-grade students from NYC Greenhouse Project 
partner schools to share their scientific findings while celebrating the Green-
house Project, a program of NY Sun Works. The Greenhouse Project promotes 
urban sustainability through science education, and approaches sustainability 
science by studying interactions among humans, technology, and the environ-
ment. The organization’s flagship greenhouse is the Sun Works Center that sits 
atop the gymnasium at Manhattan School for Children.

Started as a TEDxYOUTH@MSC conference, NY Sun Works and Manhattan 
School for Children have expanded the scope of the program and moved for-
ward with its own conference brand to highlight the impact of science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math (STEM) education through hydroponic urban farm-
ing. Focusing on student participation, the conference not only features student 
work on sustainability, but it is also promoted and covered by the conference’s 
student-driven Youth Press Corps. 

Past conferences have featured student presentations showcasing solutions 
related to such topics as oxygen farms to address climate change, society and 
its food challenges, the making of healthy eco-
systems, increasing hydroponic urban-farming 
yields, effective methods for pest management, 
and proposals for building sustainable movie 
theaters and more eco-friendly apartment build-
ings.

During each of the first 4 annual conferences, 
MSC students participating in the Youth Press 
Corps have written blog posts on technology, 
sustainability, and urban farming, helped to  
publicize the conference on Twitter, and prepared 
press releases to encourage media attendance. 
At the conference, the Youth Press photo-
graphed and “live-tweeted”  information about 
each presentation, and conducted interviews 
with conference participants.

After the conference, the Youth Press Team 
wrote a comprehensive article with highlights of the event for Urban AG  
magazine. The conference was also featured on CBS News, with students 
interviewed by anchor Cindy Hsu on hydroponic farming, science, and  
sustainability concepts.

Videos from last year’s conference can be found at  
https://www.youtube.com/user/Newyorksunwork/videos Visit www.ps333.org
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