
We are very proud to have been selected to take part in a new NYC Department of Education initiative 
called the Innovation Zone, or iZone. iZone schools are committed to preparing students for success in 
K-12, college and career by personalizing learning.  At Manhattan School for Children, iZone will allow us to 
adopt a variety of strategies to personalize and deepen the learning experience of each student based on 
his /her individual needs, motivations and strengths.

•  Students work in many different ways: Depending on how a student learns best, he/she may learn   
   one-on-one with a teacher, in small groups, in a teacher-led online environment, in internships, or through  
   other creative ways.  Students will have access to expanded learning opportunities through personalized  
   learning, blended learning, and modules. 

•  Personalized learning: Students have their own personalized schedule and learn in an innovative     
   classroom design that encompasses multiple modes of learning where independent and group work 
   builds social and emotional, as well as academic skills.  

•  Blended learning:  It is an approach that joins the best aspects of both face to face and online 
   instruction through online courses. Additional classroom time will be used to engage students in   
   advanced interactive experiences such as Science and Math Regents preparation. 

• Modules: Are intensive, interdisciplinary courses developed around real-world challenges. Modules are 
  designed to enhance student understanding of big ideas and broad global concepts, and the development 
  and application of 21st century skills.  

• Clear goals, clear feedback, and flexibility to learn at their own pace:  Courses are designed around 
   developing the real-world knowledge and skills.  Teachers grade assignments with clear feedback on how 
   students can improve, rather than with just a letter or number.  Students, with the help of their teachers   
   and families, can focus their time and efforts on the areas where they need it most. 

• Collaborative peer to peer learning: Students will be able to communicate with peers in and out of the  
   classroom for new perspectives.

• Learning from experts throughout the world:  Facilitated by technologies such as Skype, 
   our students will use video conferencing and other tools to interact with scientists, artists, engineers 
   and other professionals.  

• Using real-time data to support each student: Teachers will use computer-based, personalized 
   learning systems to get real-time data on student progress, and to identify their strengths and areas 
   of need. Based on this data, teachers can pursue provide extra help, or new challenging opportunities   
   where needed.    

For more information on iZone360, please visit the iZone website: http://schools.nyc.gov/iZone. 
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